Essex Platform Tennis Club
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7l message from your Board!

Hi Paddle People! '

Our 25/26 season is officially *off and running!* What a fantastic start — so great seeing
everyone back on the courts (and, let’s be honest, around the hut too!). We kicked things off
with the EPTC Paddle Camp, and it was such a hit we're already talking about doing another
next year. Huge thanks to Geoff, Dan, Mike, and Morgan for making it awesome!

Opening Day: came in hot with an Oktoberfest twist — brats, knockwurst, and cold beers all
around. Some of us made a *whole day* out of it (no judgment, only admiration =i ).

A few quick updates:

e Courts 1 & 3: Chester Boat Works wrapped up their work and we’re thrilled with the
results! The board will review their report soon and start planning next year’s projects for
Courts 2 & 4.
e Membership: We're only down about 10 spots, so if you know anyone eager to join the
fun, bring them on over!
e Website & Calendar: Fresh new updates are live, including a shiny new **Davis Cup
League** button so you can check standings anytime.
e Social Media: We’re sharing fun photos, videos, and updates — follow along and send
us your best content!
We’re always looking for **volunteers** — website help, social media, hut cleanups, you name
it. Speaking of cleanups...

' HUT CLEANUP PSA:
We’'re a volunteer-run club, which keeps costs down — but only if everyone pitches in. Please
clean up after yourself! Grab a paper towel, mop up those beer/prosecco spills, toss trash, and
let us know if something’s broken or empty (balls, water, etc.). It takes a village... and a broom!

Big shoutout to **Beth Cote™** for helping us organize this new communication format and
keeping the digital side of EPTC looking sharp.

More updates soon! Questions, ideas, or just want to chat? Reach out anytime.
See you on the courts, in the wires, at the net, and of course — **Aprés Paddle!**

Cheers,
**Kristi S.**

o ksapia2@gmail.com
@ 802-999-7383



Men’s Paddle Updale!

John DeMarsilis

**SATURDAY — MEN'’S BIG PADDLE**
It's game time! The legendary **Men’s Big Paddle** will be hosted at Hartford Golf. Our EPTC
guys will battle it out for the *historic Big Paddle*
(which might be almost as old as the club itself & ).
They’ll be up against Hartford Golf, Stonington COMO, and Longmeadow — so come cheer
them on and bring that EPTC spirit! {»

‘Women's Paddle Update!

Beth Cote and Karen Cole

SOUPER

Ladies! We will be hosting a SOUPER Round Robin on

LADIES NIGHT

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH
3:30 UNTIL 6:30

November 17th - 3:30-6:30 - sign ups will be through
TeamReach! We hope you can join us - thank you Kim Peters
and Ginny Denvir for spearheading this!

SOUP AND OTHER SNACKS
FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY

!( @, **ALSO SATURDAY — PLAIN JANE TOURNAMENT
(Ladies!)**

We’ve got more than four EPTC teams competing at
Stonington COMO in the **Plain Jane Tournament**. Come
watch, cheer, and make a day of it — grab lunch or dinner

nearby and support the crew.

ROUND ROBIN FORMAT

RSVP BY ADDING YOUR NAME TO
TEAM REACH CALENDAR OR
TEXT KIM PETERS AT 203-394-8462

Social Paddle Update!
Social Committee Chair - Ginny Denvir

The Halloween party was a great success with over 35 attending! The hut was decorated with borrowed
items from Karen A, Kim P and Missy G. The decorations are still up in the hut and they look amazing!! A
big thank you to all of them for donating and decorating!!

We had some signature spooky cocktails of bourbon lemonade and Caramel Vodka Apple martinis, and
some fabulous food made by everyone who attended!!

In-between eating and drinking, we squeaked-in some fun 15 minute matches that were put together with
the help of Jim Peters!

**FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS!**
Our very first Friday Night Social of the season is here! We’ll also be supporting the **St. Jude
Fundraiser® in honor of Pamelia Parker’s amazing efforts. Come play, cheer, socialize, and show your
support for a great cause — it’s the perfect way to kick off the weekend.



Davis Cup Updale!

Tournament Director - Dan DaRos

Week two of EPTC Davis Cup play kicked off with another win for Australia, this time
6-3 over ltaly with several very tightly contested matches (four 3 setters) and the match
of the night being an extremely close and long MxD affair featuring Steve Griggs and
Emily White vs Craig Morgan and Holly Cox. After splitting the first two sets 4 and 4, the
Italian team of Griggs/White ultimately prevailed in the 3rd set which went all the way to
a tiebreaker for the critical deciding points and game.

The second matchup saw the USA post the most convincing DC win to date, beating
France 7-2 in front of a full house as all 12 courts were used from 3:30 to 8:00 with
many onlookers socializing while enjoying the good and competitive play. The match of
the night turned out to be among familiar friends and family, albeit friendly foes for 1.5
hrs this past Wed during the paddle battle, with the USA team of Lori Wallace and Sue
Cohen earning the valuable victory by the slimmest of margins 5-7, 7-6, 7-6 (18-16!)
over the 'seriously Cini sisters' Heather and Holly. They are reportedly all still friends!

The upcoming week will see USA vs ITA on Tuesday and AUS vs FRA on Wednesday.
Looking for results? The updated rankings will be posted on our website each week
following play essexpaddle.com (see the link for Davis Cup)

ALSO: “we are hosting an APTA mixed doubles tournament on Saturday,
December 13. Starting today, this is open to our EPTC membership. It will go live on
APTA website on Friday, November 7. If you are interested in signing up, please contact
Kristi Sapia.”

From the Pro!

Geoff Cartier
Interclub play starts this week as the D1 Men’s team heads to Avon on Tuesday under Morgan
White’s leadership.

The Women’s D2 team also has its first match ever up at Longmeadow Field Club on Sunday.
Our team is run by Ginny Denvir and Betsy Morgan. I’'m confident they will add to our winning
ways here at EPTC.

The Men’s Big Paddle squad is excited to head back to Hartford Golf and return with the paddle
that’s been missing from the wall. Our first match is at 8:30 Saturday morning and then we will


http://essexpaddle.com/

play again in the late morning and early afternoon against the host club, COMO and LFC. All
are welcome to come up and support us!!

Please reach out to me if you want to set up a lesson or clinic. | have CAPPs at the following
times:

Tuesday 1230
Thursday 5 (Men'’s)
Friday 330
Sunday 1230
Sunday 2

Let me know if you'd like to play.

Have a great week on the courts!

It’s going to be a fantastic week of paddle, fun, and community — hope to
see you out there!, On Behalf of the entire EPTC Board, Kristi Sapia

Ea PT A

Amerlcan Platform Tennls Assoclatlion
APTA is the governing body for the sport of Platform Tennis. Their goal is to grow participation
among all levels and types of players and across all regions. Their main goal is to improve all
aspects of the game! To see what tournaments are available, or to learn about the APTA, click
the links below:

About the APTA
APTA Tournament Calendar



https://www.platformtennis.org/about/about-the-apta
https://www.platformtennis.org/tournaments

